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18 by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament aſſembled, That the Thanks of 
this Houſe be, and are hereby given to the Lord 
Biſhop of Chicheſter, for the Sermon by him preach'd 
before this Houſe Yeſterday in the Abby Church, 
Weſtminſter ; and he is hereby deſired to cauſe the 
ſame to be printed and publiſhed, 


As HLEY Cow ER, 
Cler. Parliamentor. 


4 A 
Dd , RON 
Preach'd before the 
HOUSE or LORDS, 


ABByY-CnuRcn of Weſtminſter, 
On Wedugſday, February 4, 1740. 


| Being the Day appointed by His Majeſty for a General 

Faſt and Humiliation to be obſerved in a moſt Solemn 

and Devout Manner, for obtaining the Pardon of our 

Sins, and imploring the Divine Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance 
on the Arms of His Majeſty, and for reſtoring and 

perpetuating Peace, Safety, and Proſperity to Himſelf 
aad to His Kingdoms, 


By MATTHIAS Lord Biſhop of Chichefeer. 
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And they gatbered together to Mizpeb, and drew 
Water, and poured it out before the Lord, and 
faſted on that Day, and ſaid there, We have 
ſinned againſt the Lord. = | 


THE People of ael having been long haraſſed by 
1 the Inxoads and Invaſions of the Phitifones. and the 
Waſte and Ravages that they had committed; whilſt 
a Senſe of their Sufferings was ſtrong upon their Minds, and 
their Fears great of worſe Times coming upon them, the Pro- 
pact Samuel points out to them in this Chapter the moſt 
ikely Means of their Deliverance out of all their Fears, and 
Troubles, and the Dangers they were encompaſſed with': 
which was to humble themſelves before God Alinizhty! and 
to endeavour to procure his Protection and Favour, by con- 
feſſing and repenting of thoſe great and manifold Sins, 
which had brought thoſe heavy Judgments upon them. / 
(lays he) Je do return. unto the Lord with all your Hearts, 
then put away the flrange Gods and A ſhtaroth /m amon 
you, and prepare your Hearts unto the Lord, rat i ht 
only, and he will deliver you out of the Hands of the Phi- 
H . 3 er; n 0 10 | 
As Times of Trouble and Perplexity do commonly of 
themſelves inſtill into Men ſerious Thoughts, and they ate 
then, more willing to fallow the Courſe by which their Con- 
dition may be mended; the 1/raclites, moved with the Pro- 
705 Repreſentation of their Sin and their Danger, embraced 
ais Advice and followed his Directions. 8 3th 
They 
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They appointed a Faſt at M:izpeh, one of their chief Ci- 
ties, where the Elders of Jrael were wont to aſſemble on 
urgent Occaſions, and whither the People uſed to reſort on 
Days of publick Humiliation for the Worſhip of God. And 
it was obſerved by them in as ſolemn Manner, with Marks of 
as great and univerſal Humiliation and Repentance, as any 
we meet with in the Old Teſtament. They drew Water, and 
poured it out before the Lord, and faſted on that Day, and 
ſaid there, We have finned againſt the Lord. By pouring out 
Water ſeems to be meant either their own Weakneſs and 
Impotence without the Divine Aſſiſtance, that they were like 
Water ſpilt upon the Ground ; or the Floods of Tears ſhed 
by them for their Sins. An Expreſſion taken in this latter 
Senſe, not unlike that of the Royal Pſalmiſt, Rivers of Water 
run down mine Eyes, becauſe they keep not thy Law. Pal, cxix. 
136. 

K From this Time the Fortunes of Jrael began to change 
for the better, and their Affairs grew proſperous. For tho 
the Pbiliſtines again invaded them whilſt they were keeping 
the Faſt at Miapeb, and put them at firſt into Conſternation, 
yet the I/raelites recovering themſelves they went out againſt 
them, and gave them ſuch an entire Overthrow, as Breed 
them to give back the Cities they had taken from them, 
and they never again infeſted them as long as Samuel lived. 

I would not hereby infinuate, that any exact Compariſon 
can be drawn between the Circumſtances of the 1/raelrtes 
and thoſe of the preſent Times among us. For they had 
been twice diſcomfited in Battle, and the Ark of the Cove- 
nant, the Symbol of God's more immediate Preſence among 
them, had been carried away Captive and led about in Tri- 

_umph, by which their whole Religion became the Scorn and 
Deriſion of their Enemies. Whereas We have lived in the 
full Enjoyment of our Religious and Civil Rights; and for 
many Years paſt in a State of Peace and Tranquillity. And 

in the War, we are now engaged in, our Arms have been al- 
ready attended with ſome very important Succeſſes; and we 
have 
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have met with nothing that ſhould diſcourage us from hoping 
to bring it to a ſafe and honourable Peace. 


Nor have we any of that groſs Idolatry among us, which 
the Prophet here cautions the Mraelites againſt, as one of the 
chief Cauſes of God's ſending thoſe ſevere Calamities upon 
them: But the other Extreme, that irreligious and atheiſti- 
cal Spirit, which hath got ſo much ground among us, is 
as high a Provocation in the Sight of God, and very bad 
with reſpe&t to Government. For by diſcarding all Senſe 
of the Fear of God, and cancelling the Obligations of Con- 
ſcience, it reſolves all Obedience to Governours into Self- 
Intereſt, makes Faction and Sedition to be meritorious, when- 
ever it ſhall be thought advantageous; and leaves Men at 
full Liberty to commit, what Acts of Fraud, Injuſtice, or 


Wickedneſs they think fit, whenever they can do it ſafely, 
and without Danger from the Laws *. 


Nor 


* We cannot, by any means, fubſcribe to the Conjecture of Grotius in his 


Introduction, That the Laws of Nature would take Place, ſhould we = we can- 
not without the moſt horr 


id Impiehy) cp the Being of God, or his Concern 
in Human Affairs, For the Edicts of Reaſon could not then riſe ſo high, as to 
paſs into the Condition of Laws, inaſmuch as all Law rg a ſuperior Power. 

uffendorf,, p. 142. 


J ſuſpect that Grotius never deſigned to expreſs himſelf with Philoſophical ExaQt- 
neſs, but meant only, That the Laws of Nature being founded upon the Conſtitution of 
Mankind, and neceſſarily contributing to the Advantage of every one, would not 
ceaſe to take place, and be practiſed outwardly in ſome meaſure, altho* no Deity be 
— cr but then they cannot be looked upon as Duties, nor can be put in 
Practice but upon the Account of ſome Intereſt or Vain-glory. Mr. Bay = 
much farther, and maintains in his Confiderations upon a Comet, p. 554. That Reaſon, 
without any Knowledge of God, may ſometimes perſuade a Man, that a Thing is 
honeſt, and good, and commendable to be done, not for the Advantage coming by it, 
but becauſe it is ſuitable to Reaſon. Chancellor Bacon hath delivered much the ſame 
thing in his Eſſays, making a Parallel between Superſtition and Atheiſm. I ſhall 
ny make ſome ſhort Reflections, as, 1. That the Notions of Honeſty ſtript of all 
Relation to the Will of God, the Supreme Lawgiver, the Author of our Being, the 
ProteQtor of Mankind and of Society, are mere Chimzra's, or mere barren Prin- 
ciples, pure Speculations, incapable of laying a Foundation for good Morality, or to 
produce ſolid Virtue. JF ave look upon the Atheift (ſays Mr. Bayle himſelf) in the 
Diſpefition of his Mind, wwe Hall find that he, not being awd by any Fears of Puniſh» 
ment, nor —— with the Hopes 2 God. Bleſſing, muſt refign himſelf to the Go- 
virament of his + 2. That, ſo far as we can judge by Conjecture, a —_— 


8 A Faſt-Sermon predch d before the | 
Nor can it be denied, that we reſemble the 1/raelites in 
their Ingratitude to God for the many great Deliverances he 
had wrought for them, and in their Murmurings and Diſ- 
contents, like them, never long pleaſed with any Government, 
but wiſhing for a Change; and in their Looſeneſs and De- 
| Tim bi bauchery 


of Atheiſts, all Things elſe bein equal, would be more corrupt, and ſubje& to more 
Diſorders, than any of thoſe who retain ſome Principles of Religion, although im- 
perfect and incohgrent. I ſay, All Things elſe being equal. For it would be ridi. 
culous to compare, for example, a polite and well-inftrufted People with a favage 
Nation, who have not Senſe enough to do any Evil. We muſt beſides, if we will 
exactly diſtinguiſh, the EffeQy proper to Atheiſm, and a ood, or bad Religion, ſup- 
pole the Perſons ſo compared together, to be very near furniſhed with, the ſame No- 
tions, and to be in the fame Situation, and under the ſame Circumſtances in general, 
—— we ſhall be in Danger of attributing to Religion, what really proceeds from 
ature, Education, Cuſtom, or the like; Which Religion, is very little or nothing 
,condueing to; or we may accuſe Religion of Impotency, by realon of ſome invin- 
cible Obſtacles in them, upon whom it would not fail to produce its Effect, were it 
not that they are ignorant of the moſt neceſſary Point. Upon this Foot I maintain, 
that Religion, tho corrupted, would produce better Effects than Atheiſm, that it 
would diſturb Society _ leſs, and that the Gogd it would do, would be much greater 
than the Evil it would cauſe. I will not deny, but there may be among theſe 
Atheiſts; Men of Senſe and Philoſophers, who, reflecting that it is better for Men 
to ſubject themſelves. to certain Rules of Life, than for every Man to follow his 
Humour only, may obſerve them outwardly, fo far as they are exempt from ſuch 
Circumſtances, as ſome great Intereſt preſent, or ſome violent Paſſion forces them 
upon, ſuch Counſels'as are reaſonable, calm and aware of the Conſequences. But 
the common Sort of ignorant People, and Idiots, which make up the greateſt Part 
ok. Society, are not able to make ſuch Reflections. To curb in therefore the Vio- 
lence of their Paſſions, and to outweigh. Mens: private Intereſts, which often claſh 
with che, publick God, ſome more obvious Principle, which all the World may be 
ſenſible of, and which may make the deepeſl Impreſions upon them, muſt be found 
-out, and that, in a Word, can be no. other than the — of a Deity. Experience 
Aufficieatly confirms this, that in all Times this Motive has had great Influences upon 
the. Mind of Man ; for who knows not, that in the darkeſt Times of Paganiſm, 
it. was the Cauſe of Honeſty in many Nations ?, Mr. Baye proves at large, That 
Men did not always ad — to their Principles, and ſo it might well happen, 
that many, Pagans did not perceive nor draw the Conſequences which followed from 
oe Notions which. they had of the Deity. Lis certain, that not only the 
+ ulolophers,; but the Vulgar looked upon ithe Gods as the Revengers of the Vio- 
lation of the Laws gf Nature, Barbeyrac's Notes, p. 142. 


Y $144 YE W $i SEL £14 » 206 © Als . iis 1 1 
Mr. Bayle, who has quoted the Paſſage of Grotius upon which our Author criti- 
55 explains it thus. We ſhould. be obliged to follow the Law of Nature, if we 


poſed that there was no God nor Providence. (Continuat. &c. p. 568.) But his 

ay af, *xproſing, himſelf, via, Hæc lacum aliquem baberent, etiamſi daremus, Qc. 

vs that he-meant.no.more than what.is expreſſed in my Note above. I know 

not what Mr. Bayle means by theſe Words, Law and Obligation; but in the Lan- 

guage of the Philoſophers, a Law ſuppoſes a Superior, and Jus comes from Anas 
cau 


\ 
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bauchery of Manners, which ſo often ked God to de- 
liver 'em into their Enemies Hands; and which, in the natural 
Courſe of Things, do of themſelves tend to bring, ſooner or 
later, Deſtruction upon Kingdoms. 

J am not fo little acquainted with the Hiſtory of paſt Ages, 
as to be over-apt to complain, much leſs am I diſpoſed to 
aggravate the Corruption of our own Times. I ſhonld be 
much better pleaſed to have any Occaſion of commending, 
than of reproving and finding fault with the Times, which I 
take no Delight in. Vice and Virtue, like all other Things 
under the Sun, are in a perpetual Fluctuation, they have al- 
ternately prevailed and got ground of each other in all Na- 
tions, as Religion has declined or flouriſhed amongſt em. 
And who can weigh the Ages in Scales, or Nations in a 
Balance, and preciſely ſay, how much the Sins of one are 
greater than thoſe of another? But ſtill ſome Things muft 


be confeſſed to be certain. As, 


Fin, That all the Vices Men are liable to, Pride, Ambi- 
tion, Envy, Revenge, Intemperance and Exceſs, Idleneſs, 
Luxury, Prophaneneſs, and Impiety, are, in a greater or lefs 
Degree, in proportion as they prevail, hurtful to the Publick, 


becauſe Right and Law proceed from the Authority of a Superior. Our Author, as 
J think, has very well proved, in the foregoing Chapter, F. 20. and Lib. i. Ch. vi. 


. 7, 8. That Man's Will cannot impoſe any Obligation, properly ſo called, upon 


itſelf, and that Maxims of Reafon are not ſufficient of themſelves to determine the 
Will neceſſarily this Way or that Way. All that Mr. Bayle ſays, proves only, 
1. That an Atheiſt knows that Thankfulneſs and Ingratitude are two different 
Things, as are alſo Faithfulneſs and Deceitfulneſs, a Circle and a Triangle. 2. He 
can perceive that the Maxims of Virtue are not purely arbitrary, but that they have 
a Foundation in the Nature of Things, and imply a certain Convenience. But can, 
that alone make him certainly follow thoſe Maxims contrary to his private Intereſt, 

and the Bent of his Deſire ? I can't think it can ever come into an Atheiſt's Mind, 
much leſs, that he ſhall have Courage to ſacrifice his earneſt Paſſions to thoſe fine No- 
tions. He may think it becomes a reaſonable Creature to canform to Reaſon; but 
from the Moment that theſe Maxims of Reaſon are oppoſed by the Enjoyment of any 
Pleaſure, in which he promiſes himſelf more Satisfaction than he at preſent enjoys, 
he'll ſilence his Reaſon, and follow the Allurements of Senſe. Let us ſpeak the Truth, 

Suppoſing the Impiety of the Atheiſt, he does not act unreaſonably in following the 
Voice of Nature, thoſe Words, according to Mr. Bayle, are (Continuat. Fc. p. 31.) 

We muſt eat and drink well, enjoy all the Pleaſures of Senſe, prefer our own Inte- 

*« reſt before anether's, accommodate ourſelves to every Thing that is agreeable, to do 

«« a Wrong rather than ſuffer any, to A* ourſelves, c.“ 
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as well as to particular Perſons, Some of em fill Kingdoms 
with Faction and Diſcontent, others enfeeble the Bodies of 
Men ; ſome introduce private Decay and Poverty, and publick 
and national Want, others looſen the Bands of Society in 
general, When they get to a Head, they not only forebode, 
but help to bring on unquiet and troubleſome Times, which 
often end in violent Changes and Diſſolutions of Govern- 
ments. 

By a ſtrict Obſervance of good Laws and Diſcipline, by 
Juſtice and Temperance, and Habits of Induſtry and Fru- 
gality, the Romans continued for ſome Ages the moſt flou- 
riſhing People that had been known. The very Conſtitu- 
tion of their Government ſubjected em to Diſputes and 
Conteſts about Power and Privileges, which often bred fierce 
Animoſities amongſt them. But they knew that Nations 
divided within themſelves were little regarded by their 
- Neighbours * ; that thoſe inteſtine Diviſions diſcouraged their 
Friends, enlivened the Hopes, and raiſed the Spirit. of their 
Enemies : And therefore, when they had foreign Enemies 
to deal with, they were ſo wile as to ſuſpend their private 
Reſentments and Animoſities g, and poſtpone em to ſome 
more ſeaſonable Time, when they might be reſumed, if 
there ſhou'd be occaſion, with leſs Danger to the Publick. 
By which ſteady Courſe of publick Wiſdom and Virtue, they 
not only preſerved their Government for ſeveral Ages, but 


* When the Tarentines ſent Embaſſadors to Rome, to mediate and make up a Quar- 
rel between the Romans and the Samnites, they were ridicul'd by the Roman Conſul, 
Vaniſſimam increpabat gentem, quæ rerum ſuarum impotens præ inteſtinis ſeditionibus 
diſcordiiſque, aliis Belli Paciſque modum facere æquum cenſeret. Liv. I. 9. c. 14. 

+ Inde ad Vejens bellum profecti, quo undique ex Etruria auxilia convenerant, non 
tam Vejentium gratia concitata, quam quod in ſpem venerant, diſcordia inteſtina diſ- 
ſolvi rem Romanam poſſe. Principeſque in omnium Etruriz populorum conciliis fre- 
mebant, Eternas opes eſſe Romanas, niſi inter ſemet ipſi ſeditionibus ſæviant. Id 
unum venenum, eam labem civitatibus opulentis repertam, ut magna imperia mortalia 
eſſent. Lib. 2. c. 44. 

ms profecto eſſet diſcordia inter Patres Plebemque, adeo Tribuni jam ferocem per 
ſe Plebem criminando in Primores civitatis inſtigabant. Sed externus timor magnum 
concordiz vinculum, quamvis ſuſpectos, infenſoſque inter ſe jungebat animos, Lib. 2. 
cap. 39. 
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raiſed it to the higheſt Pitch of Glory and Greatneſs, and 
became at laſt the Rulers of the World. | 

But when Luxury was introduced among 'em, and Riot 
and Exceſs of all Kinds abounded, and had infected all 
Ranks of Men ; the better Sort, incumbered with their 
Debts, and preſſed with their Wants, ſome of 'em aſſiſted 
one turbulent Spirit, others another, to invade the Liberties 
of their Country, hoping to better their Condition, and re- 
pair their Fortunes out of the Ruins of the Publick. As any 
Side got the upper Hand, they exerted their mutual Revenge 
upon one another, filling all Places with Confiſcations and 
Proſcriptions, and all the other dreadful Effects of Civil 
Diſſention. They brought Things to that paſs at laſt, that 
when the People were wearied out with the ſeveral Sorts 
of Oppreſſion and Miſery they had groaned under, and 
could find no Remedy for their Diſtreſſes, they were forced 
to ſubmit to the Uſurpation and Tyranny of a fingle Perſon, 
which deſtroyed their Government, and put an end to their 
Liberties. 

Secondly, Vice tends to the Ruin of Kingdoms, not only 
from the natural Courſe of Things, but likewiſe from the 
ordinary Courſe of God's Providence in the Government of 
the World. 

The Hiſtory of the Jeus, as we find it in the Old Teſta- 
ment, is a continued Scene of Deliverances and Judgments, 
wrought by God himſelf, either in favour of that People to 
reward their Virtue, or puniſh their Iniquities, While they 
were ſtedfaſt to their Duty, Providence by an outſtretched 
Arm ſheltered em from Danger, bleſſed em with peaceful 
Days and fruitful Seaſons : But when they ſwerved from it, 
as they often did, all Sorts of croſs Accidents and Calamities 
befel them, and nothing proſpered that they took in hand, 
Sometimes one Nation, ſometimes another was raiſed up to 
diſtreſs 'em ; when Faintneſs was ſent into their Hearts, and 
ſuch a Spirit of Infatuation into their Counſels, That their 
** wonted Courage and Magnanimity (as Mr, r ob- 

| 2 ſerxves 
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e ſerves *) utterly forſook em; and when they. fate in 
* Council, what, Children might have ſeen, their graveſt, 
&© Senators could not diſcern. Their Prophets ſaw Darkneſs 
“ inſtead of Viſions, and from the Iſſues of all Attempts 
* they could come to no certain Concluſion but this, That 
© God and Heaven were againſt em in all that they did.” 

It hath not indeed pleaſed God to enter into a like Cove. 

nant with any other People, ſuch as that of the Fews was, 
yet Obedience to his Laws will be the Rule of his Dealing 
with the other Nations of the World, as he hath expreſsly 
declared by the Mouth of the Prophet Jeremiah. At what 
Inſtant (ſays he) I ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation and con- 
cerning & Kingdom to pluck up, and to pull down and to de- 
roy it : If that Nation againſt whom I have pronounced, 
turn from their Evil, I will repent of the Evil that I thought 
to do unto them. Chap. xviii. Ver. 7, 8. 
And, as the Apoſtle argues, was the Providence of God 
confined to the Feuiſh State? Was God the God of the Fews, 
and is he not God of the Gentiles alſo? Whoever believes a 
Providence, and reflects on the moral Attributes of God, 
muſt think, that Nations and Kingdoms are under his more 
particular Care and Inſpection; and that he will not profper 
any People, among whom Vice and Immorality more than or- 
dinarily abound. 

Therdly, It muſt likewiſe be confeſſed, that a great Cor- 
ruption, both in Principle and Practice, has widely diffuſed 
ſelf throughout the Kingdom, and that Irreligion and Vice 
hardly ever appeared more open and bare-faced than they 
do among us at preſent. I ſpeak not now of the common 
Corruption of human Nature, ſuch as is to be met with at 
all Times and in all Places; but of a more than ordinary 
Want of Juſtice and Honeſty ; of a Neglect and Contempt 
of Religion, beyond what has been uſual in former Times; 
and of the Growth and Prevalence of Proſaneneſs and Impie- 
ty; Vices, which are more particularly apt to provoke God to 
withdraw his Protection from any People, and inflict the ſe- 

vereſt 
Pag. 418, 
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vereſt Calamities upon em. I mean a viſible Neglect and 
Decay of practical Chriſtianity among us, together with a 
general Looſeneſs of Principle and Licentiouſneſs of Man- 
ners. 

Under a Complication of ſuch ill Circumſtances, when 
we have ſo little Reaſon to depend upon the Bleſſing of God 
Almighty, that we ought rather to be afraid of his Judg- 
ments; and whilſt we are fo fore with the Wounds of the 
laſt War, that we have not as yet recovered the Loſs of that 
Blood and Treaſure which it occaſioned ; it were much to 
have been wiſhed, that the Preſſures and Inconveniences, 
which muſt of Neceflity attend a new War, could have been 


prevented. 


For when a Fire is once kindled, when War is broke out, 
no Wiſdom can foreſee, how far it may reach, how long it 
may laſt, or what will be the Event of it. It is always 
hazardous and uncertain, even when entered into with the 


_ greateſt Advantages, and the faireſt Probability of Succeſs. 


The Race it not akvays to the Swift, nor the Battle to the 
Strong. Nor can we always depend on a good Cauſe for a 
ſperous Iflue, fince we often ſee unjuſt Arms triumph 
over the juſteſt Cauſe, Virtue and Innocence oppreſſed, and 
a much worſe Event of Things to the Righteous than the 
Wicked. 

But when all peaceful Expedients have been tried, and 
found to have no Influence, and -Things are come to ſuch 
Extremity, that nothing but Arms can decide the Quarrel ; 
what we cannot obtain by Treaty, we muſt endeavour to 
procure, as our Anceſtors were wont to do, by repelling 
Force with Force; or we mult ſuffer our ſelves to be tram- 
pled under Foot by a People, who have always been made 
to feel the Weight of our Reſentments, as often as they have 
formed any Deſigns againſt us. We muſt convince em, that 
we can maintain our Rights againſt their Encroachments and 
Uſurpations, or we can expect no Peace with them that will 
not prove infidious, and as fatal in the Event as any War 
can do. The primary Law of Nature, that of „ 

makes 
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makes it neceſſary for us in ſuch Caſes, leaving the Iſſue to 
him who judgeth righteouſly, to try to do Juſtice to ourſelves. 
The Poſture of Things all about us; the Condition of our 
Neighbours, who for ſo many Years paſt have applied them- 
ſelves with uncommon Zeal and Induſtry to the jBuſineſs of 
Trade, and become by it very formidable, will probably 
make a great Maritime Force always neceſlary to a People in 
our Situation, which nothing but our Commerce can furniſh 
us with. Whoever conſiders how with us this is the. chief 
Source from whence the Blood and Spirits are convey'd into 
every Part of the Body Politick, muſt think that to main- 
tain ſuch important Rights as we are now contending for, 
is no leſs neceſſary than it would be to repel an Enemy that 
ſhould invade us. When' we have unſheath'd the Sword, 
not to invade the Rights or Dominions of any Prince or 
State whatſoever, but to defend our own; if any War can 
be juſt by the Laws of Nature and Nations, or of the Goſ- 
pel, the preſent muſt be ſo, And if we are not wanting to 
ourſelves, from the Uprightneſs of our Intentions, and the 
Goodneſs of our Cauſe, with the Bleſſing of God Almighty, 
we may hope for Succeſs in it, and a happy Concluſion of it. 
By being not wanting to ourſelves I mean, 

Firſt, That we follow the Prophet Samuels Advice, that 
we prepare our Hearts unto the Lord; and confeſs, with the 
Hraelites in my Text, what may with great Truth be ſaid, 
We have finned againſt the Lord. 

For we have not only ſinned againſt the Lord, but obſti- 
nately gone on in our finful Ways, and grown worſe and 
worſe, with reſpect both to Religion and Morals ; under as 
great Advantages of being better, under as clear a Light of 
the Goſpel, and after as great Mercies received from God, as 
ever any People enjoyed. 

When King James II. ſet up arbitrary Power, and at- 
tempted to bring in Popery, the Dangers that then threatned 
us, as they united us among ourſelves, ſo they raiſed up like- 
wiſe, in all Ranks and Degrees of Men, a Spirit of undiſ- 
ſembled Piety among us. We ſhook off that Coldneſs and 


In- 
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Indifferency, as to all Concerns of Religion, which had 
been growing upon us from the Reſtoration, and became very 
ſerious both in the Profeſſion and Practice of it. The Primi- 
tive Times, in ſome ſort, ſeem'd to be revived, when Men 
continued ſtedfaſt in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fellowſhip, and 
Prayer. 

We are now embarked in a great and expenſive War. The 
Nations around us, and all Europe, are in a Poſture of War, 
tho' not actually engaged in it; and ſeem to be in ſuch a 
perplexed Situation, that no Mortal can ſee far into it, 
much leſs what will be the Event of it. To the preſent 
Times may we apply, not unfitly, the Words of the Pſalmitſt, 
They walk on in Darkneſs, the Foundations of the Earth are 
out of courſe, 

At Home, however the Minds of Men may ſeem not fo 
exaſperated as before the Breaking-out of the War, yet our 
Breaches are far from being healed. We are till full of Un- 
calineſs and Diſcontent, of Strife and Envying, of Suſpi- 
cions and Jealouſies of one another, of Anger and Impa- 
tience ; weakening our own Strength, which ought to be 
turned with its whole Weight againſt our common Enemies. 
God only knows what theſe Things will end in. But un- 
leſs, by a ſpeedy Repentance, we endeavour to appeaſe the 
Wrath of Almighty God ; unleſs we ſeriouſly apply ourſelves 
to the great Buſineſs of this Day, the reforming our corrupt 
Lives and Manners, which the Times call upon us ſo land 
to do, we may juſtly fear leſt they prove the Fore-runners of 
ſome unfortunate Event; and that terrible Sentence be pro- 
nounced againſt us, which the Divine Wiſdom hath pro- 
nounced againſt the Impenitent ; I have called, and ye 1 
refuſed; ¶I ſtretebed out my Hand, and no Man regarded. But 
ye have ſet at nought my Counſel, and would none of my Re- 
proof. I alſo will laugh at your Calamity, and mock when 
your Fear cometh. God grant that the preſent cloudy Face 
of our Affairs, and the Dangers that now threaten us, may 
have the ſame, but a more laſting Effect upon us, than 
the Fears of Popery and Arbitrary Power had at the Revo- 
lution. For 
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For no ſooner were thoſe Dangers. over, but we forſook 
God, by whoſe Goodnefs we had been delivered ; and forgot 
the Promiſes we made in the Day of our Diſtreſs. As our 
Fears abated, our Sins increaſed ; Impiety, Profaneneſs and 
Immorality. ſoon got to a great Height; and have gone on 
increaſing with ſuch an unbridled Licentiouſneſs, as threatens 
us more than any other Prefages, that can be drawn from 
the Poſture of our Affairs, either at home or abroad. 

When Corruption of Manners is become fo general, and 
Religion has loſt its Influence; when the Diſeaſe is grown 
too obſtinate for all milder Remedies, the Interpoſition of 
the Magiſtrate becomes very neceſſary, in order to put ſome 
ſtop to it, and ſuppreſs it. For he is the Miniſter of God, 
appointed by him for this Purpoſe, for the Puniſhment of 
evil Doers, and the Praiſe of them that do well. | 

It has often been obſerved, that Laws are always moſt 
numerous in Countries where Vice moſt abounds *. For 
as Vice at firſt made Laws neceſlary, ſo, as that increa- 
ſes, new Laws become neceſſary for the Safety of the 
Publick. And accordingly we have many wiſe and good 
Laws made from Time to Time againſt Vice and Debauche- 
ry; and every new Sort of it, has appeared. But the beſt 
Laws in the World ſignify no more towards the Suppreſſion 
of Vice, than Sea-Marks do towards ſtopping the Courſe 
of the Tides; unleſs the executive Power, unleſs Magi- 
ftrates and Officers, whoſe Buſineſs it is to enforce the Ob- 
fervance of them, put Life into them, and give them their 
Operation, The Correction of Vice depends much more 
_ them, than upon the Laws, or the Law-makers them- 


And here it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that among the 
domeſtick Evils we labour under, and the Diſorders of the 
preſent Times, the immoderate Uſe of ſtrong ſpirituous Li- 
quors is none of the leaſt. For this Peftilence, tho' it doth 
not deftroy at Noon-day, and ſo openly as it did a few 
Years ago, yet it ſtill continues to cauſe a great deal of Di- 
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ſtreſs and Miſery among the Poor, by impairing their Healths, 
and unfitting them for Labour, by depraving their Morals, 
and ſhortening their Days. Waving all Conſiderations that 
may be drawn from Religion, yet for the Sake of the Pub- 
lick, and out of common Humanity, it were greatly to be 
defired, that ſome Remedy could be provided, that ſhould 
effectually root out the Cauſe of this Complaint. It may 
perhaps be very difficult to find out ſuch an Expedient, 
when the Evil is become ſo inveterate ; but 'till that be 
done, give me leave to ſay, that the Laws already in Being 
ought to be turned againſt it with their whole Force, and an 


unrelenting Severity. 

Whether Points of Speculation which can have no In- 
fluence upon Government, may juſtly be reſtrained by the 
Civil Power, has been Matter of Diſpute: But open Pro- 
phaneneſs and Impiety “, and all immoral and diſſolute 

Practices, 
* Atheiſts are to be judged Offenders not only againſt the Divine Majeſty, but againſt 
all Mankind. And they deſerve the leſs Favour, becauſe they would reverſe the Fadg- 
ment of all People, and of all Ages, arrogintly aſſuming to themſelves a deeper Saga- 
city, and a clearer Light of Underſtanding, than the World was ever acquainted with 
— And conſequently tho' their Belief be an Error, and a moſt fatal and deſtruc- 
tive one; yet it is ſuch as they did not fall into thro' Imprudence or Simplicity, but 
by a vain and impudent Pretence of more than ordinary Degrees of Wiſdom. 
Puffendorf of the Law of Nature, Pag. 255. Edit. 4th. 
I cannot but wonder that our Author gives ſuch a careleſs Solution of the Queſtion, 
which he touches by the Bye, vis. Whether Atheiſts ought to be puniſh'd ? He main- 
tains elſewhere, (wiz. in his Book Of the Duties of a Man and Citizen) that they 
ought to ſuffer the moſt grievous Puniſhments. Grawiſimis penis e coercenda corum 
impietas. But on the contrary, ſome ſay that ſuch Men ought not to be treated ſo ſe- 
verely. For, ay they, the Method of Puniſhment and Force is not proper to cure a 
Man of Atheiſm ; the only Puniſhment of ſuch as are in Error, if they will not be in- 
ſtructed, is to leave em to God's Judgment. For my part, I profeſs that if an Atheiſt 
makes an open Declaration of his Opinion, and labours to get himſelf Followers, by 
miſleading ſuch weak Judgments as are not able to anſwer his Sophiſms and Subtleties; 
or by encouraging thoſe vitious Perſons, who are ready, thro' the Wickednefs of their 
Hearts, to embrace his Tenets; ſach a Perſon may with as much Juſtice be puniſhed, 
as he that teaches others to thieye, murder, or cheat. Let him be content that he has 
found out the unhappy Secret of ſhaking off all Tyes of Religion, and applauding his 
own [mpiety, and not hope that others ſhould follow his Example, but be eaſy that 
they reſolve to continue in the common Opinion for the Advantage of Human Society, 


knowing how ſtrong Impreſſions the Fear of God has made upon moit Men. 


Barbeyrac's Notes, ibid. 


Flas igitur Notitias viz. Numen eſſe aliquod, et curari ab eo Res hominum, qui 
primi incipiunt tollere, ſicut in bene conſtitutis Civitatibus coerceri ſolent, ut we 
C - 
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Practices, are ſo clearly within the Reach of the Magiſtrate's 
Juriſdiction, that if this be not granted, he will bear the 
Sword in vain, and they will grow too hard for all Laws 
and for all Government. 

The Hearts of Men are indeed out of the Reach of all 
human Authority, and they cannot be truly made either re- 
ligious or virtuous merely by. the Force of the Laws. But 
the End of Puniſhment is not barely to correct and reform 
the Offenders themſelves ; but likewiſe to reſtrain and deter 
others, by their Examples, from committing the like Crimes. 
So that were the Laws to be duly executed, we might hope 
to ſee a great deal of that Miſchief prevented, which is 
every day produced by the Contagion of ill Examples, and 
the boldneſs and commonneſs of Vice. Arts and Scien- 
ces flouriſh, as they are countenanced ; and whatever is in 
Vogue and Eſtimation, Men will endeavour to excel in that 
Way ; and ſo were none to be encouraged or countenanced, 
who did not tread in the Paths of Virtue; by degrees the 
World would grow better, and Vice would be afraid and 
aſhamed to ſhow its Head. The Ground Vice loſt, would 
be ſo much Strength added to Virtue; and the Times 
growing more virtuous, Chriſtianity would appear in a ditfe- 
rent Light from what it does at this Day. 

May the Conſideration of what has been ſaid on this Head, 
ſink ſo deep into our Hearts, that all of us, Magiſtrates, Miniſters 
and People, may not only forſake our own perſonal Sins, but in 
our Spheres be diligent to do our Parts, towards putting ſome 
ſtop to the great Corruption of the Times. That we may 
retrieve the Credit and Reputation of our Country ; for as 


Melio accidiſſe legimus, et Epicureis qui ex bene moratis Civitatibus ejecti ſunt ; ita et 
coercert poſſe arbitror nomine human Societatis, quam fine probabili ratione violant. 
Grotius de jure Bell. |. 2. c. 20. F. 46. 
Mr. Bayle excludes em from a Right to a Toleration, as ſapping or weakening the 
fundamental Laws of the State. They can never, ſays he, =o Conſcience for vend- 
ing their Tenets. Incapable of making this Plea, they lie juſtly expoſed to the utmoſt 
Rigour of the Laws; and the Moment they vend their Notions, after Warning once 
given them, may be juſtly puniſhed as Movers of Sedition; who believing no Reftraint 
above Human Laws, preſume nevertheleſs to tread em under Foot. 
Philoſep. Commentary, Pag. 308. 
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Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation, ſo Sin is a Reproach to any 
People; and engage him to be on our Side, on whoſe Fa- 
your the Succeſs of all our Undertakings, on whom all that 
we fear or hope for in the preſent War depends, much more 
than upon the Wiſdom of our Counſels, the Strength of our 
Fleets that are fitted out, or of our Armies that may be ſent 
into the Field. For as Solomon obſerves, There is no "_ 
dom, nor Underſtanding, nor Counſel againſt the Lord. 
Horſe may be prepared againſt the Day of Battle, but Safety 
is of the Lord. 

By being not wanting to our ſelves, I mean, 

Secondly, That next to ſeeking the Bleſſing of Almighty 
God, we employ all the Power that he hath given us, and 
purſue with Vigour and Conſtancy ſuch Meaſures as ſhall be 
thought fitteſt to procure us the Satisfaction we inſiſt upon, 
and to effectuate our Deſigns. | 

And here the Occaſion of this Day's Solemnity, and the 


Capacity I now appear in, will allow me to ſay, that in 


ſuch a Conjuncture as this, when Enterprizes are in hand of 
ſuch high Moment, and the Iflue of them uncertain, which 
may ſo nearly affect the Welfare and Safety of our Govern- 
ment, if we have any real Concern for the Bleſſings we en- 
joy under it, we ought to be united among ourſelves at 
Home, that we may have nothing to do but to provide againſt 


the Dangers that may enſue from Abroad. 


If inſtead of cultivating Peace and Union among ourſelves, 
we provoke and exaſperate one another, and quarrel about the 
Means of our Preſervation, if we bite and devour one ano- 
ther, tho' we had no Enemy that could come upon us, we 
ought to take heed, leſt we be conſumed one of another. 
Such Things were the Beginning of Sorrows, and uſhered in 
the great Rebellion in the laſt Age; which ſpilt the Blood of 


ſo many of our Nobility and Gentry, ruined ſo many great 


and flouriſhing Families, -and well nigh deſtroyed us. 
Let us then follow: after the Things that make for Peace 


among ourſelves, And that we may be better able to do this, 


let us endeavour to ſuppreſs thoſe irregular Paſſions, which 
are 
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are often the Cauſe of great Impatjence:of-al{ Rule and Go- 
vernment in Subjects, as well as of Tyraniy in Princes Let 
zus learn ofithe Apoſtle, nat to think more highly of ourſelves 
than due ought to think, Let us learn to be as contented with 
our Condition as We are with our Merit, or that Share of 
"Wiſdom and Underſtanding that God hath: given us. Hu- 
mility is altogether as neceſſary in the Conduct of Civil Life, 
.as-in Religion, and would go a great way in putting a ſtop to 
thoſe Animoſities, which at preſent rage with ſo much Vio- 
lence amongſt us. | 
We have now upon the Throne of his Anceſtors, a Prince 
of great Juſtice and Lenity; as careful in maintaining the 
[Liberties of his Subjects, as the Rights of the Crown. Who 
makes it his great Concern to ſupport the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
and preſerve inviolable the Toleration, which ought to make 
all Men eaſy with reſpect both to their Religion and Liber- 
ties. Who propoſes no End to himſelf, but the Honour, 
Safety, and [35 — of his Kingdoms. 4 
With this View. he has enter'd into the oeoſenit Wa 5 
having done it with the united Voice of the whole Body of 
his People, all Sorts of Men among us, we ought all of. us, 
{however we may differ about other Matters) to concur in this 
Ko, to aſſiſt him chearfully in the; Proſecution of it. 
s we hope to get out of it with Honour, and bring it to 
a ſpeedy and ſafe Peace, let us endeavour to ſtrengthen the 
King's Hands, by doing what in us lies to extend his Go- 
vernment over the Hearts and Affections of his Subjects. 
Since whatever Confidence we repoſe in him, we have great 
Reaſon to think he; will make no other Uſe of it, than to 
pfreſerve our Religion and defend our Laws; and to tranſmit 
them ſafe. to the Generations to come, by perpetuating in His 
Royal Houſe the Succeſſion to the Imperial Crown of theſe 
Realms, on which the ſecure: Enjoyment af every thing that 
can be valuable to a Proteſtant and fre e, upon which 
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